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Chapter 8: The Age of Imperialism  
 

• Briefly discuss Charles Darwin’s theory of natural selection - _____________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Briefly discuss Herbert Spencer’s theory of Social Darwinism, and “survival of the 
fittest” – ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Briefly explain what scientific studies and cultural traits made many Europeans 
believe they were superior to other races – _____________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Contrast direct and indirect rule, and cite an example of each - ___________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Describe the domination of the British in India, and how they applied the policy of 
“divide and rule” – _________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Briefly discuss positives that the British brought to India - _______________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Briefly discuss the Sepoy Mutiny, and its aftermath - ____________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Transformation of Africa 
 

• Briefly discuss the Westernization of North African states such as the Ottoman 
Empire and Egypt – ________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Describe the expansion of French influence in North Africa (e.g., Algeria) – ________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Define: Scramble for Africa, and briefly explain how European imperialist endeavors 
necessitated the Berlin Conference (1884-1885) – ________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Briefly discuss key decisions made during the Berlin Conference (1884-1885) – _____ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Briefly discuss the exploitation of many African peoples during the Imperialist Era 
(include the Congo Free State) – ______________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Describe some of the resistance the Europeans faced as they expanded into Africa –  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Summarize the impacts of European 
imperialism in Africa – ____________________ 
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