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Why Are Religions Important With Respect to Culture? 
 
• Describe: religion - __________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Define: secularism, and describe its impact in MDCs in comparison to LDCs - _______ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Adherents of ______________ religions worship a single deity, whereas believers in  

_______________ religions worship more than one deity. _______________ religions 
are centered on the belief that inanimate objects possess spirits and should be revered. 

 

 
• What religions emerged from the Yellow (Huang He) River Valley? - ______________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• What religions emerged from the Indus River Valley? - __________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• What religions emerged from the Tigris/Euphrates and Nile River Valleys? - _______ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Why are Religions Distributed the Way they Are? 
 

(Refer to the map on the previous page) 
• Describe THREE generalizations or limitations the map possesses in understanding 

the true nature of religion in the world - ________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Define: universalizing religion, and give ONE example - _________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Define: ethnic religion, and give ONE example - ________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Describe the origin of Hinduism – _____________________________________________ 
____________________________ 
 
____________________________ 
 
____________________________ 
 
____________________________ 
 
• Briefly describe THREE 

essential components of 
Hinduism –  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Describe how Buddhism splintered from Hinduism - ____________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Briefly describe THREE essential components of Buddhism - ______________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Define: syncretism (hybridization), and use Shinto as an example - _________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Briefly describe TWO essential components of Taoism, and TWO essential 

components of Confucianism - ________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Discuss the diffusion of the Chinese religions - __________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 


