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The following information corresponds to Chapter 34 in your textbook.  Fill in the blanks to complete the definition or sentence.  Note: All of the following information in addition to your reading is important, not just the blanks you fill in.

The Human Impact
· There may be more than ___ million types of organisms in the world today.

· Gorillas, orangutans, chimpanzees & dolphins all have _________ (socially transmitted behavior patterns), but only ________ have an array of artifacts, technologies, laws & beliefs.
· Traditional as well as modern societies have had devastating impacts on their ____________ (ecological units consisting of self-regulating associations of living and non-living natural elements).  Over the last 500 years, however, both the ______ & the _______ at which humans modify the earth have increased.
· Some of the obvious human activities causing ______________ ________ are the cutting of _________, emitting ___________ into the air & the spilling of _____ into the oceans.  Less obvious actions include burying ________ waste that pollutes groundwater, the use of _____________ in farming, etc…
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Water
· Water, the essence of life, is a __________ resource; as opposed to ____-__________ resources such as oil or natural gas.

· The available supply of ________ water is not evenly distributed across the globe; that distribution is sustained by the _____________ cycle (depicted to the right), which brings rain and snow from the oceans to the landmasses.

· Much of that water is lost through ________ & ____________, but a substantial amount seeps downward into porous, water-holding rocks called ___________.
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Nearly ¾ of all the fresh water in the world is consumed in ________, not in cities.  ____________ use another 20%, sometimes contributing heavily to pollution.
· One of the great ecological disasters of the 20th c. has involved the ______ Sea, located between Kazakhstan & Uzbekistan.  Streams that fed this large sea were diverted to ____________ the surrounding desert (mainly for commercial cotton production).

· Chemical ____________ have ruined the groundwater below, causing a major health crisis.

· The Aral Sea also began to dry up – by the 1990s it had lost more than ___ of its original surface area!






